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v sited and registered 
9.•11 detainees (7 418 
fo, the first I me) 10 87 
places o: cctenlM run 

by the Kabul aulhOlities and the 
other panies. 

- lcxwarded 19.958 Red Cross mes
sages between the deta nees ano 
Ille r tam ies, 
ssuod 32 detenoon cetl 'cates 

- provided 77 tonnes of food and 
non-food relief to detainees 

- carried out water and sanuation 
wor . m 3 :, :l " f>"'. "' r!r1enii0n: 

1997 

VISlled 9,075 detailees 
(5,273 fol the fr st lime) 
" 52 places o deten
t!On run by the Talibcwl 

and the nortne<n coalitaOn and cis
troJled essential leins such as 
blankets clo<hes soap and mut
ation material, dunng these VtS•ts 
the ICRC colected 13.376 Red 
Cross messages frcm detainees 
and disUibuted 4 799 fl places of 
determn; 
assisted 2,857 detainees alter 
lhe r release by I nanc ng and 
o,ganizing 1hen rG!um home. 
provided 54 8 tonnes o' food ar d 
non-food rel ef to deta nees: 
carried oot water and sanitation 
WOfk. Including the construction of 
1atrines, repaf rs to hand pumps 
and the evacuation of refuse. fl o 
places d detenuon; 

1998 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 

The Taliban's request that all international NGOs in Kabul relocate to the 
city's polytechnical college. together with an increasing number of restrictions 
placed on their work. led 10 the withdrawal of many aid__workers. The missile 
attack by the United States on camps alleged to be run by Osama Ben Laden on 
20 Aug~l fuelled anti-Western sentmients. which led lo the killing of a U?\ mili
tary observer. The remaining NGOs and UN agencies subsequently withdrew 
their expatriate personnel. For a while, the ICRC and the Federation were the sole 
international humanitarian organizations present in the Afghan arena. Although 
some NGOs resumed work in Kabul towards the end of the year, the absence of 
other humanitarian players. particularly lJN agencies, was a source of much con
cern to the IC'RC which feared repercussions on certain vulnerable categories of 
the population. especially children. 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR PUBLIC RELEASE 




